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Preliminary Note: This office action includes new grounds of rejection based on prior art 
not previously made of record. Accordingly, this office action is made non-final. 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 10: The phrase "wherein the a number" is gramatically incorrect and unclear. 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4, 8-11, 19, 21-24 and 26-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wuller et al. (U.S. Patent 5,721,691, cited by applicant) in view of Official 
Notice). 

Claim 1: Wuller et al. discloses a system which takes photographs of an interior building 
space and generates a two dimensional map (74). The two dimensional map is a floor plan map. 

An item of observational information is a particular area of the floor plan, such as a room 
or a particular item within the room. The floor plan identifies locations where defects occur. The 
defects are contaminant materials. The hazardous materials are classified into types. One type is 
radiological substances (col. 5, line 49). The other is general toxic substances (col. 5, line 50). 
An identification code, such as "1", "2", "3" or 4" is assigned to the observational information 
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and annotated on the floor plan. The map can then either be displayed (82) or stored (78). Wuller 
et al. differs in that the map is not explicitly shown as having a bar code. However, Examiner 
takes Official Notice that it is was known in the art at the time of invention to place bar codes on 
documents so that the paper versions of those documents can be uniquely identified. Even the 
patent to Wuller itself includes a bar code in the top right comer of the cover page for this exact 
purpose. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the floor plan 
map (74) of Wuller et al. to include a bar code so as to permit the paper versions of those 
documents to be uniquely identified as is well known from the recited Official Notice. 

Claim 4: Any one of the numbers "1", "2", "3" or "4" are identification codes. Any other 
of these numbers be referred to as defect codes. For example, if "1" is an identification code, "2" 
is fairly readable as a defect code. 

Claim 8: The survey report (80) includes textual description of the defect. The defect is 
contamination. 

Claim 9: The system includes photographs (30). The floor plan map (74) is also based on 
a photograph. 

Claim 10: The identification codes are physically located on the floor plan map (74). 

Claim 11: All of the data on the floor plan map is stored in a database (78). 

Claim 19: See remarks for claim 1. The bar code corresponds to the claimed "object 
identifier". The map may also be displayed by retrieving it from the database (78). An annotated 
graphical representation (84) may also be retrieved from the database (78), annotated with 
dosage information. 
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Claim 21: Wuller et al. discloses the generation of a two dimensional floor plan map 
(74). An item of observational information is a particular area of the floor plan, such as a room or 
a particular item within a room. The location information are the numbers "1", "2", "3", "4" 
since they identify particulars locations within the floorplan map. The map can also include 
defect information, shown by the swirled lines in box (84). Each of the pieces are information are 
linked together on the floorplan map and stored in the database (78). 

Claim 21 differs in that it does not include a bar code (object identifier) assigned to the 
map. However, Examiner takes Official Notice that such identifiers were well known at the time 
of invention to uniquely identify the paper versions of documents. The patent to Wuller itself 
includes a bar code on the first page to uniquely identify the paper version of the document. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wuller et al. to include a 
bar code so as to permit the paper version to be uniquely identified, as is well known in the art. 

Claims 22-23 : The maps (74, 84) are stored in the database (78) and can be retrieved for 

display. 



Cla 


im 24: 


See remarks for claim 4. 


Cla 
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The bar code is an object identifier. 
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See remarks for claim 1. 
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See remarks for claim 8. 
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See remarks for claim 9. 
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See remarks for claim 10. 
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See remarks for claim 1 1 . 
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See remarks for claim 1 . 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Casto (U.S. Patent 
6,038,547). 

Claim 20: FIG. 5 of Casto discloses a display output. The subcontractor identifiers are 
the names of the subcontractors, such as "Joplin" and "Acme". The trade identifiers are the 
sections of the building which the contractors work on. The trade percentage is the percentage of 
work which has been completed. For example, Joplin has completed 35% of its work on Section 
A, Level 1, Region A. The trade percentage (percentage of work completed) is associated with a 
costs (FIG. 2, col. G), the sum total of these costs for a given subcontractor being a repair cost. 
The state of the site or building prior to repair is considered a defect, and the repairs are thus 
actions to repair the defect. The display of FIG. 5 displays the respective subcontractor 
percentages. 
Remarks 

This office action includes new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. None of 
the previous grounds of rejection have been re-applied in this action. Accordingly, this action is 
made non-final. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 



telephone number (703) 306-5626. 




Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 21 75 



